


Scandinavian-American 
Organizations and Records



Factors Contributing to 
Emigration
• Industrial Revolution GB 1760
• Agricultural Revolution Scandinavia 1750s
• US

– Homestead Act of 1862
– Railroad expansion
– Professional recruiters

• Scandinavia
– Population
– Immigrant publications & letters home





Settlement

• Regional settlement patterns
– People from same area settled together
– Conflict with existing groups

• Occupation
– Individualism



Scandinavian Settlements



Researching Scandinavian-
American Ancestors
• Church records

– Baptism, confirmation, marriage, burial
• Civil records

– birth, marriage, death
• Newspaper articles

– Wedding anniversaries, major birthdays, 
obituaries



Churches

• Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
• 1988 merger

– American Lutheran Church (ALC)
– Association of Evangelical Lutheran 

Churches (AELC)
– Lutheran Church in America (LCA)



Denmark



Danish - American Settlements

• Settled in IA, MN, WI, IL, KS  
• More urban settlements than Norwegians
• Settlements in every county of Kansas in 

1850s
• Shelby and Audubon counties, IA
• Freeborn county, MN
• 1920 census California most Danes



Danish-American Organizations

• Museum of Danish America, Elk Horn, Iowa
• Danish American Heritage Society
• Danish American Archive and Library – Blair, 

Nebraska
• Danish Immigrant Archives – Grand View 

Library – Des Moines, Iowa
• Danish Sisterhood of America
• Danish Brotherhood of America



Museum of Danish America

– https://www.danishmuseum.org/

• Genealogy resources
• Digital newspapers

– https://box2.nmtvault.com/DanishIM



Danish American Archive and 
Library
• United Evangelical Lutheran Church
• Digital collections

– Einar Vig Collection
• Washington County, Nebraska genealogy

– P. C. Jensen
• UELC pastors



Grand View University

• Danish Immigrant Archives
– https://www.grandview.edu/about/about

-gv/our-history/archives

• Digital Collections
– http://archives.grandview.edu



Danish Sisterhood of America

– http://www.danishsisterhood.org

“The mission of the Danish Sisterhood of 
America is to strengthen, maintain and 
preserve the Danish heritage and 
traditions for future generations.”



Case Study – Armand Madsen
Find Emigration Record In Denmark



Wall of Honor Index



Biographical File
• Wall of Honor Form,  

Museum of Danish 
America



Udvandrerarkivet Database



Copenhagen Police Index



Iceland



Icelandic – American

• Most settled in WA, MN, ND, UT
– Some also moved to Manitoba and Alberta

• The Icelandic Association of Utah
• Icelandic Communities Association of 

Northeast North Dakota
• Icelandic National League of North 

America



The Icelandic Association of Utah

– http://www.utahicelanders.org/home.html

• Established in 1897
• 400  joined the LDS church and 

immigrated to Utah
• Oldest continuous Icelandic settlement in 

North America



Icelandic Roots

• U.S. settlements (Utah, North Dakota, 
Minnesota)
– http://www.icelandicroots.com/icelandic-

settlements-in-america
• Canada settlements

– http://www.icelandicroots.com/genealogy
/canada-settlements



Norway



Norwegian - American 
Settlement
• Higher percentage of any country other 

than Ireland
• Most settled in rural areas
• In Minnesota settlement moved the 

southeast to northwest



Norwegian-American Collections
• Iowa

– Luther College Preus Library, Decorah, IA
• Minnesota

– Norwegian American Historical Association (NAHA), Northfield, MN
– Minnesota Historical Society St. Paul, MN

• North Dakota
– State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck, ND
– University of North Dakota, Chester Fritz Library, Grand Forks, ND

• South Dakota
– Augustana College, Center for Western Studies, Sioux Falls, SD
– South Dakota State Historical Society, Cultural Heritage Center, Pierre, SD

• Wisconsin
– Norwegian American Genealogical Center (NAGC), Madison, WI
– Wisconsin Historical Society, Madison, WI



Rowberg Clipping File



American Foreign-Language 
Newspapers





Norwegian-American 
Organizations
• Bygdelagenes Fellesraad

– http://fellesraad.com

• Sons of Norway
– https://www.sofn.com



“Without the aid of original records and 
authentic documents, history will be 
nothing more than a well-combined 
series of ingenious conjectures and 
amusing fables.”
- New York Historical Society, 1805


